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The programme is set, the speakers are

ready and the delegates are arriving. The

2008 IUAPPA regional conference 

promises to be informative, ground-

breaking and fun. 

Co-sponsored by the National Association

of Clean Air in South Africa, IUAPPA and

the South African Department of

Environmental Affairs and Tourism, this

year’s conference will focus on air quality

management and climate co-benefits with

an international and African flavour. The

theme is “Where did all the clean air go?”

and the sessions will cover air quality

management, urban air quality, climate

change, modeling and modeling, and

industrial air pollution. 

The conference will feature two IUAPPA

special sessions. ‘Transport:  Challenges and

solutions for Africa’ will include a range 

of African and international speakers,

including J.J. Cumbane from Edwardo

Mondlane University, Mozambique;

William Vincent, co-founder of the Clean

Air Institute, Washington D.C.; Cornie

Huizenga, CAI-Asian Cities, Shanghai;

David Oliver, city planner from Cape Town;

Anton Moldan, South African Petroleum

Industry Association; and Asteria Mlambo,

Head of Transportation Unit, Dar es Salaam. 

The second IUAPPA session is a plenary

session on the final day, which will bring

together several representatives from the

Global Atmospheric Pollution Forum along

with Prof. Stuart Piketh of the University of

the Witwatersrand to discuss air pollution

and climate change co-benefits in Africa. 

The session will follow up the Global

Forum’s September 2008 conference on co-

benefits held in Stockholm, Sweden. 

The 2008 IUAPPA Regional Conference:
Air Quality and Climate on the 
Edge of the African Bushveld

The In ternat ional  Union of  Ai r  Pol lu t ion Prevent ion
and Envi ronmental  Protect ion Associa t ions

Global Forum
Stockholm Conference

Calls for Climate Protections through
Immediate Reductions in Air Pollutants 

On 17-19 September, the Global Atmospheric
Pollution Forum held a conference in
Stockholm, Sweden, examining potential
synergies and tradeoffs between air pollution
and climate policies. The conference brought
together 120 scientists, government represent-
atives, and other experts from 35 countries,
including representatives of the IUAPPA
Board and member organizations. Part of the
Global Forum's co-benefits programme, the
conference highlighted the latest scientific
findings, with a developing world focus. The
conference conclusions included:

l Current science emphasizes the urgent
need to address air pollution and climate
change in an integrated way. 

l Recent studies indicate that 20 to 80% of
the warming of the greenhouse gases
(GHG) is being masked by 'cooling
aerosols' which reflect sunlight, and  result
from air pollution emissions.

l Reductions in methane, black carbon and
ozone can have immediate positive
climate benefits.

l Current development policies for many
developing countries focus on improving
air quality and the health of its citizens.
These efforts should accommodate the
control of GHG emissions as an integrated
co-benefits approach can achieve win-win
solutions.

l A range of analyses around the world
highlight that GHG mitigation costs are
lower due to cost savings on air pollution
control, and benefits of GHG mitigation
are higher due to reduced air pollution
impacts.  

The results will be presented at the IUAPPA
regional conference, as well as at the
upcoming EFCA meeting in Strasbourg.
Outcomes will be used to develop
recommendations to international fora,
including the COP-14 in Poznan, Poland.
The conference papers and presentations are
available at www.gapforum.org.  
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IUAPPA’s member in the United Kingdom –
Environmental Protection UK – recently
conducted a major study to assess its
membership and members’ satisfaction with
its activities. The study’s findings will be
used to inform strategies for membership
services, recruitment drives and to enable
the organisation to better meet the needs of
its members.

All 690 members, as well as a selection of
non-members who make use of the services
and members of the general public were
surveyed. The response rate was good (over
25%), and 182 members from all four
membership categories – local  authorities,
individuals, corporate, and small
businesses/voluntary organisations/academia
– responded to the survey.

While the membership review did not turn
up major surprises, it did reinforce
important policies and led to a series of
conclusions and recommendations for ways
to improve membership services. For
example, the majority of respondents (86%)
were likely to renew membership, and 
94% would recommend membership to
colleagues. However, it was also clear that
the motivations for joining Environmental
Protection-UK vary among the discrete
membership categories. 

RESPONDING TO
CLIMATE CHANGE –
THE ROLE OF CIVIL
DEFENCE IN BRAZIL

Over the last two years IUAPPA’s member

organisation in Brazil, ABEPPOLAR, in

consultation with the Union, has been

focusing on the challenges of adapting to

climate changes – both longer-term changes

to social and planning policies, and, in

particular, how to respond to  climate-

induced natural disasters, which are

expected to increase rapidly in frequency

and severity.   

A particular concern is civil defence and

community preparedness in the face of

disasters. On 1 July, the Association,

together with the São Paulo State

Technological Research Institute (IPT) and

the University of São Paulo (USP), held the II

National Meeting on Climate Change and

Civil Defence. During a full working day

specialists in civil defence coming from

several regions of Brazil assembled at the

Polytechnic School of the University to

discuss measures to face the consequences

of climate change. During the event a 

Chart of 10 items was approved by the

participating entities and specialists, for the

promotion of a national readiness campaign

to face the expected disasters resulting from

climate change factors.

One of the results of the meeting is the

decision to change ABEPPOLAR’s name to

“ABEPPOLAR – Brazilian Association for

Ecology, Pollution Prevention and Civil

Defence”.

Representatives of the Federal, State and

Municipal levels of government took part in

the event, and it was transmitted live by the

University of São Paulo IPTV USP channel

and is hosted at the ABEPPOLAR site

(www.abeppolar.org.br)

Contributed by Cyro do Valle

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION-UK
CONDUCTS MAJOR MEMBERSHIP SURVEY

DUTCH JOURNAL ARTICLE ON NUCLEAR
ENERGY AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW

In 1972 the Dutch opened their first and last nuclear power station, still in operation.

20 years after Chernobyl, in the middle of a struggle to reduce emissions of CO2 and

dependence on fossil fuels, VVM considered it appropriate to revisit the nuclear option

in its journal. An English translation was published in September 2008. VVM will be

pleased to send you a free copy for review purposes.

Nuclear Energy: facts, developments, opinions

Special edition of “Milieu”, 2008 no. 1 (50 pp; € 15.00)

“Milieu” is published by VVM, Netherlands Association of Environmental

Professionals, eight times a year; circulation 2,500; ISSN 1569-3449

e-mail: bureau@vvm.info; Website: www.vvm.info

The organization’s event structure of 1-day
updates and 2 day- workshops, as well as
the topics covered, were well received. The
organization’s activities that resulted in the
least satisfaction were communication-
based; for example, communication
between division and members, en-
couraging discussion between members 
and raising the profile of the organization
with environmental professionals scored
poorly. Guidance publications, consultation
responses and running training events were
all rated positively with members and non-
members, though a large majority of
members want to see more online resources
including online Pollution Handbook, 
the newsletter (Briefing), and networking
facility. Many comments were received
asking for less paper-based output. 

One of the major conclusions to come from
the survey and review is that the targeting of
messages and interactions is key to retaining
current members and attracting new ones. A
main area for planned improvement is
communication, both in terms of style,
content, distribution and profile. 

The full report, a summary of the results and
individual comments, and recommend-
ations can be found at www.environmental-
protection.org.uk/publications. 

http://www.environmental-protection.org.uk/publications
http://www.environmental-protection.org.uk/publications
http://www.vvm.info
http://www.abeppolar.org.br
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Question: Why did you choose this theme
for the symposium?

J-MR: This initiative results from in-depth
strategic discussions about the role
EFCA should and can play to provide
a neutral platform to encourage
progress in European atmospheric
pollution policies. The added value
of such a network consists notably in
identifying emerging questions that
are not yet sufficiently addressed by
current policies, and assisting in
their discussion with concerned
parties.

The need for a stronger integration of
air pollution and climate change
policies emerged from our internal
strategic discussion at EFCA as a very
important challenge: to target co-
benefits, avoid trade-offs and
implement cost-effective solutions.
Despite the growing scientific
evidence and the development of
new tools to address both questions,
the present structural and regulatory
framework cannot yet take fully into
account the synergetic and
antagonistic effects of current
actions so as to ensure optimised
policy development.

Question: Is the European level relevant
to approach this question?

J-MR: This integration of both policies is
relevant at all levels, from local to
global, considering that emission
sources are essentially the same. So
it is crucial to include the
harmonisation mechanisms in
Europe. But institutional frameworks
do not presently allow a fully
integrated approach at the European
level, or at the national level. The
two challenges have effectively been
addressed at different times and
scales. Air pollution has been
addressed at the national levels as
early as in the sixties, and since the
eighties more and more at the
European level. Climate change
appeared as a major stake more
recently, and has been addressed
from the beginning at the global

level. The scientific communities
studying these questions and the
analytic tools still do not mix very
well. 

With air pollution strategies and
regulations being worked on at the
European level, it is crucial that their
interactions with climate change be
integrated at this level. 

And this initiative in Europe is in fact
part of a wider project of the IUAPPA
to foster the integration of both
policies at regional, hemispheric and
global levels, notably by transferring
methods and building capacity in
developing countries, in Asia, Africa,
and Latin America. 

Question: The program is very ambitious
with many interesting sessions.
Is there one that you would
choose to highlight?

J-MR: I think I would opt for the session on
the central role of energy policies.
Because it is the key factor of
structural co-benefits, and because it
is somehow the weak link in the
chain of EC common policies. We
wish that this session could also 
help confronting the views and
suggestions of different stakeholders. 

But the previous session, stressing
some examples of discussed
policies, such as wood burning, bio-
fuels or Euro regulations is a natural
foreword to this session on energy. 

The session on experiences and
plans to jointly address both
challenges at national and local
levels is also important. It will reflect
some forms of “spontaneous
initiatives” and compare and
contrast what works and does not in
practical policy implementation. 

Question: By the way, this will be the 50th

anniversary of the foundation
of the APPA. Is this symposium
representative of what APPA is
today?

J-MR: Certainly, and networks like EFCA do
reflect common evolutions in the
role scientific associations like ours
can play in working for a healthier
environment. The Clean Air Associat-
ions in Europe were set up,
originally, to develop the
measurement and analysis of
atmospheric pollutions, at a time
when governmental structures and
public regulations where still at an
embryonic stage. Many monitoring,
research and management org-
anizations have since been created,
under governmental regime and
finances. Our NGOs cannot compete
with these structures in either
expertise or means. But we still can
act as an interface, between
compartmentalized disciplines and
organizations, stakeholders that have
few occasions to discuss on a neutral
ground, and between science and
policy, as well. The multidisciplinary,
non-political and non-profit profile
of the EFCA associations, their
scientific background and their long
experience enables them to help
identify emerging themes and to
make progress in the quest for a
better environment.

The success of this symposium is our
deepest desire, and I expect it will be
a bright occasion to celebrate our
50th anniversary.

INTERVIEW WITH JEAN-MARIE RAMBAUD, APPA 
ON EFCA SYMPOSIUM ENTITLED ‘HOW TO FIGHT AIR POLLUTION 

AND CLIMATE CHANGE EFFECTIVELY TOGETHER’ 

6 - 7  N o v e m b e r,  S t r a s b o u r g ,  F r a n c e

 



On 28 July of this year Louis Clarenburg
quietly passed away at the age of nearly 80
years. Louis was the ‘Dutch face’ in IUAPPA
for more than thirty years and its president
between 1986 and 1989.

In The Netherlands he made his name as the
Executive for the Environment in the
Rijnmond area. The rapid industrialisation
near the Rotterdam harbour after the Second
World War had resulted in an extensive
industrial area with high impact on the
environmental quality of the surroundings,
including residential areas. As a result, the
Rijnmond area was designated ‘sanitation
area’ in 1971. In order to effectively manage
the various challenges of this unprecedented
development, it was decided to establish a
Public Authority Rijnmond to which
competences of province and municipalities
were transferred.

It was Louis’ job to lead the complex
operation of the sanitation of Rijnmond. His
abilities as an inspiring team leader, and his
diplomacy and tenacity in negotiating with

industry and communicating with
politicians and members of the
environmental movement made him the
right man to do that. Using a
multidisciplinary approach he developed an
integral vision for Rijnmond, which
included spatial planning alongside
technical measures. He succeeded in a
relatively short period to have the sanitation
status of Rijnmond lifted. His personal
authority earned him the role of advisor to
several ministers, as well as a membership
in the national Councils on Health, Spatial
Planning and the Steering Group on
Environmental Research. 

After the dissolution of the Rijnmond
Authority, he became a professor at the
University of Utrecht, where he taught
International Environment Relations. 

In 1970 he arranged Dutch membership into
IUAPPA, initially through a small
committee. The decision in 1983 to make
The Hague the venue of the 8th World
Congress was the immediate cause of the
foundation of the Clean Air Society in the
Netherlands, now part of Vereniging van
Milieuprofessionals (VVM), of which he
became the first president. At the Congress
in 1989 he brought IUAPPA its first
Declaration which asked governments to
address the Climate Change threat. During
the nineties he prepared the foundation of
the European Federation of Clean Air (EFCA),
over which he presided for six years.

Louis Clarenburg received two royal awards
for his contributions to society in The
Netherlands. In addition, he was an
honorary member of IUAPPA, VVM and
EFCA. He cared for others; his many friends
will remember him.

Joop van Ham
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IN MEMORIAM – LOUIS CLARENBURG

This highly acclaimed reference work, commissioned by IUAPPA
and published earlier this year in May, has received a very
welcome response from the atmospheric pollution experts.

The Atlas provides a global overview of air pollution in the 21st
century and its impact on our environment. Covering 144 full
colour pages this publication should be on the book shelves of
all national and international organisations concerned about
the future of our planet. For more information about the World
Atlas visit www.iuappa.com/atlas.htm

To buy one, two or even five copies, all at £123.00 per copy
inclusive of world wide postage, visit www.iuappa.com/
Buy%20WAAP.htm. This rate is significantly discounted from the
regular publication price. For ten of more copies contact the
IUAPPA Secretariat at iuappa@btinternet for a very special price.
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